May xx, 2011
The Honorable Fred Upton


The Honorable Mary Bono Mack

Chairman




Chairwoman

Committee on Energy and Commerce

Subcommittee on Commerce,

U.S. House of Representatives

    
    Manufacturing and Trade 

Washington, DC  20515



U.S. House of Representatives







Washington, DC  20515

Dear Chairman Upton and Chairwoman Bono Mack:

As experts in the field of pediatrics, environmental health, and toxics, we would like to express our deep concern over the consideration of legislation that would have the effect of permitting more lead in toys and children’s products.  

Lead is a potent toxin that can have a range of adverse effects on children’s brains and bodies.  Low lead levels cause a wide array of negative effects, including cognitive, motor, behavioral, and physical harm.  Even at very low levels, lead has been demonstrated to cause the loss of IQ points in children.  Children with elevated blood lead levels are more likely to experience attention deficit and reading disabilities, and to fail to graduate from high school.  Researchers have identified associations between lead exposure and increased aggression, commission of crime and antisocial or delinquent behaviors.  Other effects include abnormal balance, poor eye-hand coordination, longer reaction times, and sleep disturbances.  At high levels, lead can be fatal.  Lead accumulates in the human body and is stored in the bone, so multiple low-level doses can quickly result in harmful levels.  For all of these reasons, our nation has for decades pursued a multi-faceted strategy of reducing children’s exposure to lead from all sources, including air, paint, soil, food, water, and the full range of consumer products.  To date, science has not been able to identify any safe level of lead exposure for children.
In 2008, Congress passed legislation that recognized the devastating effects of lead on children’s health and strictly limited lead content in toys and other children’s products.  The Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act protected children up to the age of 12, thereby covering the full period in which the vast majority of children will experience both rapid brain growth and the behaviors that increase lead exposure.  The law also phased in limits on lead content, with the final stage of that limit scheduled to take effect this August.  That restriction of no more than 100 parts per million of lead in children’s products is expected to all but eliminate the possibility that exposure to a single product could cause the loss of one IQ point.  These provisions represent critically important protections for children’s health and are a vital component of a comprehensive strategy to reduce lead exposure from all sources.
Given the extreme difficulty or impossibility of eliminating children’s exposure to lead in our air, soil, water and food, it becomes even more imperative to limit lead in from those exposures we can control, such as children’s products.  We urge you to maintain strict limits on lead in all parts of toys and products meant for children up to the age of 12 years.  

Sincerely,

Full name with credentials

Title 

Institutional affiliation (for identification purposes only; affiliation will not imply that institution’s support or endorsement of the letter)
City and State
